2010 Iron Butt 5000 Rally, Day 3
Wednesday, August 18, 2010

Leg 2 Begins

A very Dbrief riders meeting was held at 5 a.m. this morning, following a hot buffet
breakfast that the Rallymaster had arranged to have the hotel serve at 4:30 a.m. in the
lobby restaurant. The restaurant went from fairly crowded to almost empty in a period of
about 2 minutes starting at about 4:57 a.m.

At the beginning of the meeting, Michael Kneebone read the names of the top ten
finishers. Some were no doubt surprised that Chris Sakala was not leading, but, since this
rally is a tribute to Eddie James, it was fitting that a veteran of Eddie’s rallies was in the
lead. As mentioned in yesterday’s report, John Coons has twice finished in the top 5 of
the Butt Lite, which has been as close as it gets to the Iron Butt Rally.

The most animated reaction from the assembled riders came when Kneebone announced
that 2-up couple, Jim and Donna Phillips, were in third place, only 110 points out of first.
Perhaps no one was more surprised at their impressive showing than Jim and Donna
themselves. They left the scoring table last night thinking they had only scored 2,820
points, which would have put them in the middle of the pack. They were so tired after
their long ride that they failed to notice that a scoring error had cheated them out of the
big 682 point bonus in Thermopolis, Wyoming. Bill Watt and Susan Murphy found the
error during the auditing process and corrected the score.

After Kneebone announced the top ten, I announced that the “finisher” level point target
for this leg will be 9,200. Rallymaster Lisa Landry then described a new procedure all
riders were asked to follow. Each rider would be given a 3 x 5 index card on which they
were to write their rider number and route, or at least the highest point bonuses they were
planning to go for. The cards were to be dropped in a sealed container placed in the hotel
lobby before departure.

By about 5:15 a.m., the Leg 2 bonus listings and the Leg 2 thumb drives were distributed.
Riders headed back to their rooms to plan the next 3 days of their lives.

Leg 2 Bonus Locations

As shown on the figure below, the Leg 2 bonus locations are spread far and wide. Three
are on the California coast, a couple are on the Atlantic coast, several are in the
Southwest, some are in the Northeast, and quite a few are in Texas. It shouldn’t be a
surprise that quite a few locations are in Minnesota, Eddie’s old stomping grounds, and
Atlanta, where Eddie most recently lived. The waypoint flag labeled “CP2” is the finish
in Spartanburg, South Carolina.



Leg 2 Bonus Locations
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How to Become a Finisher with Only One Bonus Stop

The 85 separate bonus locations give the riders a lot to choose from while planning their
Leg 2 route. However there is one “easy” choice to insure sufficient points to become a
finisher. It’s the infamous Point Cabrillo Light Station bonus in Mendocino, California.
The entire text of the bonus is printed on the following page.

As shown on the first line of the bonus listing, this one bonus is good for 9,000 points.
Riders who don’t screw up their Call-In bonuses and their fuel log will exceed the points
required to be on target for a guaranteed spot in the 2011 Iron Butt Rally by just
completing this single bonus and making it to the finish on time. But that’s easier said
than done.

From Checkpoint 1 to Point Cabrillo is about 1,340 miles. Depending on how long it
takes a rider to plan the route, they may be able to make it to the West Coast in time to
get a few hours of sleep before sunrise, when they can get a picture of the Light Station.
After snapping a photo at about 6:00 a.m. Pacific Time (a half hour before sunrise), there
are 49 hours left to make it to the finish. That requires a 1,400 mile per day pace.
However, the pace required for the last two days will be closer to 1,500 miles per day if
the rider intends to get the 1,000 point 4-hour rest bonus that “Must start on Thursday,
August 19.”



Mendocino, CA area 9000 points Available daylight hours
Point Cabrillo Light Station and Nature Preserve
N39 20.990 W123 48.781

Take a photo of the Light Station.

From Robert Higdon’s 2005 IBR report:

Sometimes they make it too easy for us here at The Daily Planet. Our cub reporters in
their capes and blue tights scurry around all day looking for the lead story. Yesterday
one of them --- the story, not the cub reporter --- fell right into our lap. Take a look at the
scores of Eddie James and George Zelenz, for example. Eddie is in fourth place today,
trying to figure out how to ride ten straight miles without cramping, creaking, or cringing.
George Barnes tells rookies that they must adapt their bikes so that the machine is the
most comfortable place on earth for them to be. Eddie's bike isn't like that these days.
He's trying to recover from a terrible accident in the final hours of the last Iron Butt Rally.
His isn't a BMW dual-sport bike; it's an ordeal with wheels. His leg locks up; he can't
walk without an occasional shiver of pain wrinkling his face; aspirin is another basic food
group for him. Instead of being on a motorcycle, he needs to be pruning his skin in the
hot tub where George Zelenz hangs out.

At the Cabirillo lighthouse bonus in Mendocino, California, Eddie entered by the
handicapped access road and took the required photo. No one at the scoring table
would have questioned for one second his right to do exactly that. But some fellow riders
saw him and a few predictable razzes were shouted out. Eddie knows a no-win situation
when he sees it, having created a few of them by himself in the past, so he curled back
around into the main lot, limped a quarter-mile toward the lighthouse to take a second
photo, and headed off to his next stop, grimacing a bit as he usually does these days.

That's one way to do it, what we call the good faith effort. George Zelenz took a different
approach. In the main parking lot he tossed his identification towel on a bush, took the
picture, and departed. Total steps taken: maybe eight. When Zelenz presented the photo
at the scoring table last night, an immediate problem arose: No one could identify a man-
made structure anywhere in the picture, much less a lighthouse. The issue was bounced
up to Tom Austin, the chief scorer. Austin saw the vague, tiny outline of what may have
been a tree, but the lighthouse apparently was behind even that. Tom showed me the
photo and asked if | could see anything. "I'm sure I'll be able to," | said, "as soon as | run
this crap through an electron microscope." Bonus denied. Zelenz said he would protest.
"Be my guest,” Austin shrugged. I'm not sure how the appeal was decided, but the
laughter heard in the chambers of the Supreme Court probably doesn't bode well for the
rider.

Eddie James might make it to Maine. He might even make it back to Denver if his
painkillers hold out. When it's over, he won't be in fourth place. You can ask only so
much of bones and muscles that hurt too much already. He can drive you absolutely
crazy, but he can also shine, sometimes as brightly and intently as the Cabrillo
lighthouse. REH

It's approximately .5 mile walk to the Light Station. Take the same walk Eddie did 5
years ago.

Date: Time: Odometer: Code: ZEL Approved:
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Getting Point Cabrillo along with the two 124 point Call-In Bonuses, the 1,000 point rest
bonus, and the 500 point fuel log is good for a total of 10,750 points. There are a few
riders in this rally that are capable of making this gigantic ride, but whether it’s a smart
choice is another question.

Smart Choice or not, there are several riders who are going to try for Point Cabrillo. Jim
and Donna Phillips, Betsy Young (on a rented Harley with no auxiliary fuel), Michael
Relph, and Buford Neely all declared Point Cabrillo as their destination.

Get Your Bike Pin-Striped!

The second-highest point bonus on Leg 2 is at Kafka, Inc:

Rk R B S R B S R

Phoenix, AZ 4912 points Thursday only 10 am — 4pm
Kafka Inc.

10443 N. Cave Creek Road. Suite 101

Phoenix, Arizona 85020

N33 34.922 W112 03.078

(602) 943-8119

Steve Kafka is a legendary pinstriper. Eddie thought he was the best anywhere. His
work is stunning, and has been featured in countless magazines, as well as on
motorcycles, cars, trucks, boats, airplanes that have won innumerable awards around
the world. Not many know—but Steve is also the inventor of the Kool-Tie (you know—
the ones that absorb water and hold it for hours keeping you cool as you wear it?)

This bonus will “tie” Steve’s specialties together.

Purchase a Kafka Kool-Tie. You will only need to turn in a receipt showing the purchase.
At no extra charge—Steve will also stripe his custom Eddie James logo on your bike.
He’ll have some cloths available for you to clean off the area that you want the logo
painted on. You may elect to remove the logo later if you choose, but you must show the
logo at the finish in Spartanburg to claim this bonus.

Date: Time: Odometer: Code: KPS Approved:
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It is obvious that a lot of effort went into putting the Kafka bonus together. That’s
usually a clue that the Rallymaster has assigned sufficient points to make the bonus
attractive. 16 riders declared the Kafka will be one of their destinations.

Other Big Points

At 4,111 points, Bob’s Java Hut is the third-highest point bonus on the leg and something
that riders will have to seriously consider. At least half of the riders appear to be going to
the Java Hut as one of their planned destinations.
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Minneapolis, MN 4111 points Available 6:00 am -11pm
Bob’s Java Hut

2651 Lyndale Ave
N44 57.276 W93 17.283

Bob’s Java Hut has been the starting point for every Minnesota 1000 held in Minnesota.
Purchase a rally mug and obtain a receipt. Bring it intact to the scoring table and it will
be returned to you

Date: Time: Odometer: Code: JAV Approved:
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One other bonus on stands out as a true Eddie James classic: Live Oak Resort.

EE I R I T A S R

Live Oak Resort 2323 points Available Friday 9am — 3pm
9751 Lone Star Road

Washington, TX 77880

N30 20.207 W96 13.414

Visit the snack bar and spend an hour with the friendly folks at Eddie’s favorite resort.

Note: you must arrive no later than 2 pm in order to fulfill this bonus. Sign in and out with
Allen Dye; he’ll be enjoying all the resort has to offer. Don’t bother being late.

Date: Time: Odometer: Code: LOR  Approved:
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The Live Oak Resort bonus was first used by Eddie for the 1999 Butt Lite 5000. If |
recall correctly, the bonus instructions said “Spend an hour with the friendly folks at Live
Oak Resort.” I don’t think anyone knew what it was until they arrived at the entrance.
That’s when we all found out we would be spending an hour in a nudist colony.

The Winning Combination

As the riders found out this morning, this isn’t a simple bonus listing to decode. It was
not uncommon for a rider to spend 3 hours planning a route. It’s obvious that none of the
other big bonuses work in combination with Point Cabrillo. The other possible
combinations are not so obvious.

The first Call-In Bonus window opens at 6:00 a.m. Pacific Time tomorrow. We will have
a better sense of where everyone is headed by the close of the window at noon.



Leg 1 Leader John Coons Heads Out on Leg 2

Good Grief! Another Animal Strike
Our riders this year seem to have an above-average level of animal magnetism.

The youngest rider in the rally, 23 year old Brian Bray, is apparently out after hitting a
freaking bear early this afternoon near Wolfcreek Pass in southern Colorado. Brian
seems to be okay and the bear also survived. Brian’s SV650S isn’t doing as well. A
deer, a moose, and a bear are a bit much considering that the rally isn’t yet half over.

Tom Austin
August 18, 2010
Copyright © 2010, Iron Butt Rally, Inc., Chicago, IL
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