The 2013 Iron Butt Rally: Day 8
Setting the Table

As was noted earlier in these reports, Tom Austin, who arranged the bonuses for
the rally’s second leg, envisioned that there would be two basic routes from
Pennsylvania to California in the allotted two and one-half days. One would lure
the rider into following the path of the Pony Express from St. Joseph, Missouri, to
Sacramento, California. Thirty-four stops for photographing a building,
monument, sign, or other evidence of the site would be required along the way;
all but one would be available to the rider during daylight hours only. If successful
in bringing home every one of the 34 individual bonuses, the rider would receive
an additional combination bonus of 10,500 points. The second possible route
was far easier: ride to the top of Pikes Peak for 8,666 points and pick up
everything else you can along the way.

When he had completed his first draft of potential bonuses, Austin sent it to Jim
Owen and Jeff Earls for review and comment. You guys are the pros from Dover
in the routing business. What would you do with this package? Owen liked the
Pony Express route. Difficult, with many constraints, but big, big points. He even
came up with a twist, running up to the Black Rock Desert near Gerlach, Nevada,
for 1,899 points. Austin hadn’t thought of that one.

Earls was more conservative. Take Pikes Peak and don't risk knocking yourself
out of the event. His advice took on additional weight when Austin reminded
Owen that the last dozen Pony Express bonuses lay on U.S. 50 in western
Nevada and California. “Did you consider,” Austin asked, “that most of it is a two-
lane highway through the mountains and that the riders are likely to be in heavy
traffic at the end of the July 4th weekend?” Owen admitted that he hadn’t thought
of that. Maybe Pikes Peak was safer.

Time would tell. It always does.

A Simple Truth from Days Gone By

Early on we could see that the Pony Express route wasn’t going to be popular.
Most of the riders were wandering around in varying stages of disarray during the
morning of the first day, dropping down onto I-70 and aiming for Colorado. If they
had been serious about going after the 10K combo bonus, they should have
headed straight for St. Joseph. We noticed only one rider doing that, Eric Jewell.
He plinked away at the express stations in Kansas and Nebraska until the sun
went down Friday evening and we all went to bed.

Early the following morning Tom Austin called. “It looks like Eric Jewell has given
up on the Pony Express route. He should have gone northwest from Julesburg,



Colorado, to Fort Laramie. Instead he’s heading southwest toward Denver.” If
Jewell was bailing on the Pony Express, he might either be tiring or worrying that
hitting all 34 spots was unrealistic. At least two other riders, Tim Pawlowski and
Bob Lilley, had been popping the express sites as if they were ducks in a
shooting arcade. There was only one reason for Eric to break off to the
southwest: he wanted Pikes Peak. By mid-morning he had it.

Late Saturday afternoon Austin called back. “I don’t believe this. Look at Jewell’s
Spot track.” | did, and | didn’t believe it either. Eric had turned east toward Fort
Laramie. “He’s back on the Pony Express route,” Tom said quietly. “Could
anyone else be doing this?” We divided up the top dozen riders and checked
their tracks. None of the ones on the express route had gone to Pikes Peak. “If
he can pull this off,” Tom said, “he’ll have the lead in Sacramento.”

“Let me look at one other thing,” | said. | pulled up the master Spot links and
clicked on a name. “Good Lord,” | said. “We’ve got another one. Matt Watkins
has Pikes Peak and he’s just turned off toward Fort Laramie.” Tom asked if he'd
been hitting the Pony Express stations. | did a quick scan of the Spot history.
“Every one. Matt’s just seven minutes behind Eric right now.”

“No one thought of this,” Tom said. “Not me. Not Jim or Jeff. Pikes Peak? Sure.
Combo bonus? Maybe. But both of them? Where did this come from?”

“We used to have a saying back in the days when | was doing automobile time-
speed-distance rallies,” | said. “Every leg has a true and correct course, even if
the rallymaster doesn’t know what it is. You’re not the first choreographer to be
stunned by his dancers. You won't be the last.”

Westbound and Down

Tim Pawlowski was on cruise control, so far ahead of the rest of the field that at
eight in the morning on Sunday he found himself steaming toward the Black
Rock Desert and the 1,899 bonus. He was hours early at the finish, having run
Jim Owen’s preferred route, and for his great run and its 10,500-point combo
bonus he would fall three places to 7th overall in the 2nd leg standings.

Bob Lilley was also tracking Owen’s route and had the Pony Express combo
locked up. He photographed the 33rd express marker at the Sacramento State
University campus at 6:15 p.m. The 34th and final stop on his endless pony ride
was six miles to the west in downtown Sacramento. He didn’t go there. For
reasons that Bob will spend the rest of his life wondering about, he turned
instead to the northeast to pick up two bonuses in Roseville and Auburn worth
854 points and lost 10,752 points in the trade. He arrived at the finish three
minutes late, but 50th overall instead of 5th.



There were other errors almost as heartbreaking. Robert Bolger rode to the top
of Pikes Peak, took the obligatory photo, and received no credit for his effort. His
motorcycle did not appear in the shot. | know what you’re thinking here. You're
thinking, “That is exactly the sort of thing that Mark Crane would do.” And you're
right. It is. And he did. Another 8,999 points down the proverbial drain for the
endlessly screwed Crane.

Sal Terranova didn’t take a hit that big with his various penalties --- 188 for doing
a rest bonus wrong, another 150 for fumbling part of a call-in, and a final 975-
point ding for being 65 minutes late --- and was happy not to have been time-
barred. He’'d been battling a bad valve stem in his front tire. A Good Samaritan
with a wrecking truck took Sal in, fixed the tire, and sent Sal on his way. But the
Samaritan had botched the repair, for soon Sal’s odo cable was in heaven. More
Good Samaritans took the bike under their wings at the finish line and promptly
replaced the cable. A test drive in the parking lot to check the work went
beautifully, right up to the point that the bike smacked a curb and crumped onto
its side. It is driveable, we’re told, and the odo now works. The machine just
doesn’t look quite the way it did earlier in the day.

Some riders managed to get through the trip from Pennsylvania without such
drama. Derek Dickson, Wendy Crockett, and Alex Schmitt all took the
conservative approach favored by Jeff Earls, roughly maintaining relative
position. Others in the top ten from the first leg also held ground.

Matt Watkins had been dogging Eric Jewell for two days since they’d left the first
of the Pony Express bonus locations in St. Joseph, Missouri, late Friday
afternoon mere minutes apart. | write this from Annapolis, Maryland, and have
not had a chance to talk with either of them about the odyssey. Did they know
how close they were? Did they suspect what the other was planning? Did they
realize they were in the process of making history? | don’t know.

For a few tantalizing minutes yesterday | did see their tracks on my computer
screen just after dawn in the northeast Nevada desert. Jewell was charging north
on U.S. 93 and would bear left at Lages Station. Watkins was southbound on
U.S. 93A, heading for the same intersection. It was like watching the flight paths
of aircraft in a control tower. Blink. Would they see each other? Blink. And then
with a screen update their positions reversed, Matt to the south of Eric, and
instead of converging they grew farther apart. It was utterly riveting.

They remained within each other’s reach until the very end, coming to the
checkpoint minutes apart. Each had put away both the combo bonus and Pikes
Peak, a route that the best minds in the game had believed unreachable. Forget
the Pony Express. What we’re watching now is Jewell-Watkins Express.



Addendum: 7/8/2013 8:05 p.m. EDT

We have just learned that at approximately 1:00 p.m. PDT this afternoon Eric
Jewell was involved in a single-vehicle accident as he entered the Golden Gate
Park on Park Presidio Drive in San Francisco, California. He suffered an injury to
his right ankle in the low-side accident. He at first thought his front wheel might
have run across a patch of oil or anti-freeze but the police who investigated the
incident were unable to find any material on the roadbed that would have caused
or contributed to Eric’s fall.

It is uncertain at this writing whether he will be able to continue in the rally. He
hopes at a minimum that he will be able to make it to the finish in Pennsylvania
by Friday morning. In seven previous tries he has never once failed to complete
the event. The rally staff and Eric’'s many friends unite in wishing this incredibly
accomplished competitor a quick return to the saddle of his bike. This is truly sad,
shocking news.

We also report the withdrawal of Keith Keating this morning. He was still suffering
the residual effects of severe dehydration from crossing the desert in the past
two days. Mark Crane also withdrew this morning, so far down in the standings
that any hope of a competitive finish for him was not to be. Nahum Sloan also
found the going not worth further effort and has abandoned the rally.

This is the Iron Butt. There are days like this. We hope that tomorrow will bring
better weather, tail winds, and clear highways. Sometimes it doesn’t, but we
press on anyway. It's what we do.

Bob Higdon
Current Standings (updated)
Leg
2 Total Leg2 Total Position
Place Rider name Bike miles miles points points change
1 Eric Jewell HON 3513 7694 32790 51986 7
2 Matt Watkins YAM 3668 7030 33346 51531 11
3 Derek Dickson YAM 3372 7107 26731 47382 -2
4 Wendy Crockett YAM 3385 6697 26118 46194 -1
5 Alex Schmitt HON 3155 6611 25684 45844 -3
6 Ken Meese BMW 3480 7041 25865 45175 0
7 Tim Pawlowski YAM 3335 6682 25270 45158 -3
8 John Coons BMW 3360 6927 25010 44825 -3
9 J.P. Mountain YAM 3266 7606 25817 44753 0
10 Craig Brooks BMW 3096 5871 24830 43476 0
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